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Errors in the book Vital record of Rhode Island 1636-1850, by James N. Arnold, have led to much misinformation for Benjamin Brand. 
FamilySearch’s records mirror what is in Arnold’s book. It appears FamilySearch used the book to create their Rhode Island Births 
and Christenings, 1600-1914 records. The images on said birth records only redirect you to unindexed Film #930813 found in Town 
meeting and vital records vol. 2-4 1706-1819, Westerly, Rhode Island. One must find the actual record themselves. In other words, it 
does not appear FamilySearch reviewed the primary records when creating the Rhode Island Births and Christenings, 1600-1914 
collection.  
 
Primary records reveal that Benjamin Brand and Rebecca, his wife, had a son named Amos. Furthermore, Benjamin Brand and Lucy, 
his wife, had three children: Rebecca, Benjamin, and David. There is no record of the alleged daughter, a twin, named Lucy. 
 
Primary records: Town meeting and vital records vol. 2-4 1706-1819; Westerly, Rhode Island; Familysearch.org; Film 930813; Image 
Group Number 8121363; Vol 2, 1706-1745. 

Benjamin Brand married Rebecca Tanner in 1734 
Their marriage and children's birth information are recorded in the same entry. Amos is the only child named. This entry does not 
continue on the next page. 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/7549429/recent
https://archive.org/details/cu31924098819984
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675525
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675525
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/149924?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/149924?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/149924?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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Benjamin Brand married Lucy Cottrell in 1740  

Their marriage is recorded as follows. A later entry names their children. 

 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/7549429/recent
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Children of Benjamin Brand and Lucy, his wife  
"The Births of the Children Born to Benjamin Brand & Lucy his wife are as followeth viz 
Rebeckah their daughter born in Westerly June 21st 1741 
Benjamin their son born in Westerly October 2nd 1742 
David their son born in Westerly January 11 1744/5 
Entered Aug 28th 1752 
by Silas Greenman, Town Clerk" 
 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/7549429/recent
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Misinformation in book titled Vital record of Rhode Island: 1636-1850 

Numerous errors are found for Brands in Vital record of Rhode Island : 1636-1850 : first series : births, marriages and deaths : a 
family register for the people by Arnold, James N. (James Newell), 1844-1927. Note that I only reconciled original records in Vol 1-2 
against Arnold’s book. I did not check the accuracy of original records in Vol 3 verses Arnold’s book. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/7549429/recent
https://archive.org/details/cu31924098819984
https://archive.org/details/cu31924098819984
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Additional errors in Vital record of Rhode Island: 1636-1850 involving Benjamin Brand and Rebecca’s marriage. 
 
Page 8 – Citation error, this marriage record is in Vol 2 (1706-1745), not in Vol 1 (1661-1706/7). 

 
 
Page 32 - Citation error and possible conflation error. This suggests Rebecca’s last name was either Sweet or Tanner. 

 

 
 

Index: Early records for surname Brand 
Use the following indexes for more accurate information, especially when attempting to find primary records. 

 
Index for primary records. Two access points to the same index: 

o FamilySearch; Indexes of town, land, probate, and vital records, 1661-1745; Westerly, Rhode Island; Film 1901837 Item 1; 
Image Group Number 7650161 

o Ancestry.com; Rhode Island, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1582-1932; Washington Co, Index of Town, Land, Probate, 
and Vital Records, 1661-1745; Book #2, 1706-1745. Images 36-61 

. 

 
 

Index: Town Records, Land Evidence; Book No 1, 1661-1706/7 
Begins at image #6 on Ancestry.com 
 

All Brands indexed in Book No 1 

 

For details see: 
Thomas Brand III at WikiTree 
Tobias Brand at WikiTree 
 

 

 

 
  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/7549429/recent
https://archive.org/details/cu31924098819984
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/698812?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.ancestry.com/sharing/7654191?mark=7b22746f6b656e223a22327a4672654378626d67745947737754454871375a31714f5a586743687848364d395047323077657a78733d222c22746f6b656e5f76657273696f6e223a225632227d
https://www.ancestry.com/sharing/7654191?mark=7b22746f6b656e223a22327a4672654378626d67745947737754454871375a31714f5a586743687848364d395047323077657a78733d222c22746f6b656e5f76657273696f6e223a225632227d
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9079/images/007650161_00006?ssrc=&backlabel=Return
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brand-57
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brand-236
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Index: Town Meeting Records, Births, Marriages and Deaths and Indentures; Book No. 2, 1706-1745 
Images 36-61 on Ancestry.com 
 

Name ‘Brand’ indexed in Book No 2 
Many of these are cross-referenced in the other categories provided. 

 
 

For details see: 
Thomas Brand III at WikiTree 
Tobias Brand at WikiTree 
Benjamin Brand at WikiTree 
Job Babcock at WikiTree 
and their children’s profiles 
 

Bk 2, 1699-1719 Council & Probate  

 
 

Bk 2, 1707-1717 Land Evidence  

 

Bk 2, 1706-1745 Births 

 

 
 

Bk 2, 1706-1745 Freemen Admitted  

 

Bk 2, 1706-1745 Marriage  

 
 

Bk 2, 1706-1745 Ear Marks  

 

Bk 2, 1707-1717 Land Evidence  

 
 

Bk 2, 1707-1717 Mortgages  

 

 
 
 
 
Westerly, RI records on FamilySearch currently require an in-person visit to a FamilySearch Center or Affiliate Library. An attempt to 
provide an abstract of all these records has been made. They can be found on WikiTree, on the respective profiles of said Brands.  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/7549429/recent
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9079/images/007650161_00036?ssrc=&backlabel=Return
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brand-57
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brand-236
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brand-41
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Babcock-348

